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ORIGIN & HISTORY

A Legacy of Female Power
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Chenonceau Castle is not merely a building; it is a palimpsest
of female ambition. Its origins lie in the 13th century, but the
fortress we know today was born from the vision of Katherine
Briconnet and Thomas Bohier in the early 16th century. They
transformed a medieval stronghold into a Renaissance jewel,
aligning its facade with the river Cher to create a harmonious
dialogue between architecture and nature. This initial phase
established the castle’s identity as a place of leisure rather
than war, setting the stage for the dramatic transformations to

come.

The true soul of Chenonceau was forged during the turbulent
reign of Henry I, when his mistress, Diane de Poitiers,
received the estate as a gift. Between 1556 and 1559, she
commissioned the construction of the iconic bridge spanning
the river, connecting the two banks for the first time. This bold
architectural move was more than structural; it was a
statement of power and permanence. Diane adorned the
gardens with rare plants and sculptures, turning the castle into
a sanctuary of beauty that rivaled the royal courts, embedding
her legacy into every stone and petal.
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However, the shadow of Catherine de' Medici soon loomed
large. Upon Henry II's death, Catherine reclaimed
Chenonceau, erasing many of Diane’s personal touches while
respecting the bridge’s structure. She added two
superimposed galleries above the original span, creating the
distinctive double-story silhouette that defines the castle
today. This addition was both a tribute to the past and a
declaration of her own imperial status, transforming the
private residence into a grand stage for political intrigue and
courtly spectacle.

Through the ravages of the French Revolution, where Louise
Dupin saved the estate from destruction by declaring it a
national monument, and through the meticulous restoration
by the Menier family since 1913, Chenonceau has endured. It
stands today as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, a testament
to the resilience of women who shaped its history. Each era
left an indelible mark, making it the Castle of the Ladies, a
unique narrative woven through centuries of rivalry, passion,

and preservation.
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THE EXPERIENCE

Stepping onto the grounds of Chenonceau feels like entering a living painting. The morning light dances on the water of the
Cher, casting shimmering reflections against the pale limestone walls. As you cross the main bridge, the air is filled with the
scent of blooming flowers from the French garden, meticulously arranged to frame the castle in vibrant hues. The silence
here is profound, broken only by the gentle flow of the river, inviting visitors to slow down and immerse themselves in the
Renaissance atmosphere.

Inside, the grandeur is palpable yet intimate. The long galleries offer panoramic views of the valley, where history seems to
whisper from the tapestries and frescoes. Every room tells a story of power and elegance, from the ornate ceilings to the
delicate furniture. Visitors often feel a sense of awe mixed with curiosity, wondering about the lives of the women who
once walked these halls. It is a place where architecture meets emotion, creating an unforgettable sensory journey

through time.
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PREPARING FOR YOUR VISIT

Practical Information

ADDRESS

Chenonceaux - Indre-et-Loire. Main access via D910 from
Tours. Free parking available on-site.

OPENING HOURS

Open every day of the year. Reduced hours in winter
(November-March). Check specific dates before your visit.

PRICES

Adult rate from €19. Reduced rates for children and seniors.
Online booking recommended.

VISIT DURATION

Allow approximately 2 hours to explore the castle, its iconic
galleries, and gardens. Plan for more time if you add a guided
tour or an on-site lunch.

PHOTOS

Photography is allowed in the gardens and certain parts of the
castle without flash. Tripods are prohibited without prior
authorization to avoid disturbing othe

HOW TO GET THERE

Access & Transporlation

AUDIENCE

Site suitable for families thanks to the maze and vast green
spaces. ldeal for history and Renaissance architecture
enthusiasts. Partial accessibility for disab

=

Bus

: Chenonceaux - Centre — 9 min a pied

Tours - Val de Loire Airport (123 min) - Chenonceaux (11 min)

Car

Tours - Val de Loire Airport (99 min) - Chenonceaux (5 min)

Bike

Tours - Val de Loire Airport (135 min) - Chenonceaux (5 min)

On foot

Chenonceaux (9 min)
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LOCALISATION

Ou se trouve Chenonceau Castle ?
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ORGANIZATION

Navigating the Castle's Layers

Ground Floor (Main Building)

This level features the original Renaissance apartments, including the Grand Salon and the Chapel. Visitors can admire
intricate woodwork, historical tapestries, and period furniture that reflect the tastes of Katherine Briconnet and later

owners. The layout emphasizes symmetry and harmony, typical of the era.

First Floor (Diane de Poitiers Gallery)

Accessible via the central staircase, this floor offers panoramic views of the gardens and the river. It includes rooms
decorated in styles ranging from Louis XIV to Napoleon Ill, showcasing the evolving tastes of successive owners. The

gallery provides a serene space for reflection amidst stunning vistas.

Second Floor (Catherine de' Medici Gallery)

The uppermost level features the famous double-story gallery built by Catherine de' Medici. This architectural
masterpiece spans the river, offering unparalleled views of the surrounding landscape. The frescoes and decorative
elements highlight the opulence of the Medici influence on French architecture.

ACCESSIBILITY
Accessibility for people with reduced mobility

Partial access to gardens and ground floor, but significant constraints due to historical stairs and
&3 Families

Ideal for families thanks to large gardens and the maze, although the castle requires some concentra

D

Audio guide
French, English, Spanish



Chenonceau Castle 7/11

SELECTION

Unmissable Architectural Marvels

Main Bridge
The Double-Story Bridge Gallery

This iconic structure is the heart of Chenonceau, symbolizing the union of architecture and nature. Built by Catherine de'
Medici, it features two levels of arcades that allow visitors to walk over the river while admiring the valley. The design is both

functional and aesthetically striking.

¢ Itwasoriginally intended to connect the two banks for easier access, but it became a symbol of Catherine's dominance over
Diane de Poitiers's legacy.

Gardens

The French Garden

Designed by Madame Pelouze, this garden showcases geometric precision and vibrant floral arrangements. It reflects the
classical French style with its symmetrical paths and manicured hedges. The garden offers a peaceful retreat with stunning

views of the castle reflected in the water.

% Madame Pelouze created this garden in the 19th century, drawing inspiration from Italian Renaissance designs to complement

the castle's architecture.

Original Fortress
The Tower of the Marques

This ancient tower is the only remaining part of the original 13th-century fortress. It stands as a silent witness to the castle's

military origins before its transformation into a Renaissance palace. The stone walls tell stories of sieges and survival.

¢ During the Hundred Years' War, this tower played a crucial role in defending the estate against English troops.

Ground Floor
Diane de Poitiers' Private Apartments

These rooms offer insight into the daily life of the celebrated mistress of Henry II. Decorated with elegant furnishings and
artworks, they reflect her refined taste and love for beauty. Visitors can imagine the intimate moments shared within these

walls.
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y Diane used these spaces to host secret meetings with the king, away from the prying eyes of the court.

Gardens

The Kitchen Garden

Less crowded than the main gallery, this garden features a variety of herbs, vegetables, and fruit trees. It highlights the self-
sufficiency of the estate and the importance of agriculture in Renaissance life. A great spot for botanical enthusiasts.

% The kitchen garden was essential for supplying the castle's kitchens with fresh produce year-round.

Gardens

The Maze

A playful addition to the estate, the maze offers a fun challenge for families and children. Winding through lush greenery;, it

provides a break from the historical tour and encourages exploration. It is a popular feature for interactive visits.

% The maze was designed to entertain guests during long summer days, adding an element of surprise to the gardens.

Restaurant
L'Orangerie Restaurant

Located within the estate, this restaurant offers gourmet dining with a view of the Cher. The menu features local ingredients
prepared with modern techniques, providing a culinary experience that complements the visual splendor of the castle. Perfect

for a gastronomic pause.

% Therestaurant's location allows diners to enjoy the sunset over the river while savoring exquisite dishes.

Ground Floor

The Chapel

This small chapel is a serene space dedicated to prayer and reflection. Adorned with religious artifacts and paintings, it reflects
the spiritual life of the castle's inhabitants. It offers a moment of quiet contemplation amidst the grandeur.

% The chapel was used for private ceremonies and blessings, highlighting the importance of faith in Renaissance society.
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TIPS

Essential Tips for Your Visit

TIMING

Arrive right at opening time to avoid crowds and capture the
best lighting for photos of the bridge.

BILLET

Book tickets online in advance to skip queues, especially
during peak summer season.

PARCOURS

Start with the castle interiors, then explore the gardens,
ending with the maze for a balanced pace.

PHOTO

Cross to the opposite bank for the best composition of the
castle's reflection in the river.

PAUSE

Reserve lunch at L'Orangerie in advance to enjoy a meal with a
view of the Cher.

ENFANTS

Let children explore the maze and gardens after the main tour
to keep them engaged.

AUDIOGUIDE

Use the audioguide to gain deeper insights into the rivalries
between Diane de Poitiers and Catherine de' Medici.

CONFORT

Wear comfortable, closed shoes for walking on ancient paved

paths and stairs.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

FAQ

I How much is entry to Chenonceau Castle?

The adult rate starts at €19. Prices vary depending on the season and categories such as children or seniors. It is advisable to check exact

rates on the official website before your purchase, especially for combined pac

I Is advance booking really necessary?

Yes, online booking is highly recommended, especially during peak season and weekends. This allows you to avoid queues at the physical

ticket office. You can cancel free of charge up to a certain date before the visit, o

I Are there any promotions available?

Reduced rates exist for groups, students, and large families. Follow seasonal offers on the website to take advantage of deals. Regional

residents may sometimes get specific benefits.

I Can | buy tickets on site?

It is possible to buy tickets at reception, but ticket windows often close before the site's closing time. In periods of high attendance, long

waits are likely. Prefer online purchase to save time and secure your time sl

I What is the average duration of the visit?

Allow approximately 2 hours to explore the castle and its gardens at your own pace. If you wish to add a guided tour or have lunch on-

site, plan for a full half-day. The maze can also take some time.

DID YOU KNOW?

Anecdotes & curiosities

Saved by Louise Dupin

During the French Revolution, Louise Dupin declared
Chenonceau a national monument, saving it from
destruction. Her quick thinking preserved the architectural
heritage for future generations.

Family Ownership

Since 1913, the Menier family has owned the estate,
maintaining it as a private domain open to visitors. Their
dedication keeps the historical collections intact.

UNESCO Recognition

Chenonceau is part of the Loire Valley UNESCO World
Heritage Site, recognized for its outstanding universal value
since 2017. This status ensures its protection and
preservation.

Medieval Origins

The original fortress was burned during the Hundred Years'
War, leaving only the Tower of the Marques. This remnant
serves as a silent witness to the castle's military past.
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AROUND THE MUSEUM

Beyond the castle walls, the village of Chenonceaux offers charming boutiques and cafes perfect for a post-visit stroll.
Nearby, the Saint-Martin Church houses the tomb of Diane de Poitiers, offering a poignant connection to the castle’s
history. For a deeper dive into local culture, visit the Moulin de la Ruelle, a restored water mill showcasing rural life in
Touraine. After exploring, dine at L'Orangerie Restaurant, located within the estate, which serves refined cuisine with
breathtaking views of the Cher. These attractions provide a holistic experience of the region’s heritage and culinary delights.

Leaving Chenonceau, you carry with you more than just memories; you carry the weight of history and the

beauty of human creativity. This castle is a reminder that art and architecture are enduring legacies of those

who dared to dream boldly. Whether you are a historian or a casual traveler, the experience leaves a lasting

impression of grace and strength. Come to witness the timeless elegance of Chenonceau, and let its stories

inspire your own journey through the Loire Valley.
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